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2009 Aston Martin V8 Vantage Test Drive: 420-HP Super Coupe Delivers the Posh Fun
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SAN FRANCISCO— In decades past, Aston Martin’s allure was certainly bolstered by the vehicular
shenanigans of a certain tuxedoed spy. But even with 007 doing the PR, sales were miniscule compared to supercar
rivals from Germany and Italy; back in 1992, Aston built a mere 46 cars. To take on the best in the world, the British
nameplate needed a volume car. And in the middle of this decade, they got it.

The V8 Vantage is Aston’s most successful model. The Vantage has lured over 10,000 buyers since its debut in
2005. And the optimism around Aston has only increased since then. In fact, 7300 Aston Martins found homes last
year alone. This year, the company has new ownership, an infusion of cash and a gorgeous Rapide sedan, right
around the bend. It's clear: The British marque’s renaissance won’t be going away any time soon.

Though a $6,100 price bump for this years raises the 2009 Aston Martin V8 Vantage coupe’s sticker to $119,500
(and the roadster’s to $132,500), the Vantage remains the relative bargain of the Aston Martin lineup. And subtle but
substantial modifications to the original just might make this the best Aston for daily driving ... ever. —Basem Wasef

The Specs

The V8 Vantage’s success lies not just in its relative affordability, but also in its striking resemblance to the pricier,
V12-powered DB9. Though the baby V8 Aston’s only external change for 2009 is standard 19-in. wheels, loads of
mechanical upgrades enhance virtually every aspect of the car’s performance. The engine has grown from 4.3 to 4.8
liters, and output has leapt by 40 ponies to 420 hp, just as torque has climbed by 44 Ib.-ft. to 346. Those larger
pistons are also lighter, and the effect is magnified when they’re spun to 7000 rpm. The engine mods result in an
improved zero-to-60 times of 4.7 seconds, plus a top speed of 180 mph.

The transmission’s clutch and flywheel have been upgraded to cope with the increased power. The Sportshift
gearbox benefits from a revised control strategy, which enables the transmission—not the engine—to determine
torque delivery during cog swaps. New software offers finessed off-the-line acceleration and shifts that happen in 200
milliseconds. Of course, a “Comfort” button brings slower, slicker gear changes at lower rpms.

New Bilstein shocks are 11 percent stiffer up front and 5 percent firmer at the rear. Revised steering geometry with
stiffer bushings offers a more responsive feel, too. Inherited from the DB9 and DBS is the optional Sport Pack
($3,785), which includes 20-in., 5-spoke lightweight forged alloy wheels and more aggressive dampers, springs, and
a rear roll bar (in the coupe).

The Drive

The moment you sweep open the V8 Vantage’s “swan wing” doors, you know you're about to climb into something
special. The Vantage’s interior, generously swathed with soft leather and buttery Alcantara, was put together with
great care. It's sumptuous. The dash finishes range from bamboo, ash wood and mahogany to glossy piano black.
Unusual details include Aston’s signature counterclockwise tachometer, a crystal capped key fob (so drivers can



carry a small piece of automotive jewelry when they’re not behind the wheel) and a spring-loaded Lamy pen that
tucks into the dash. Good show.

A quicker ECU drives the navigation system, now controlled by a joystick found on the DBS-sourced center stack. But
fire up the V8, and the last thing you'll be thinking about is programming directions.

Steering feel is a bit heavy once you get under way, but the wheel lightens as you gather speed. There’s a bit of road
noise that makes it into the cabin at highway velocities, but never enough to make the Vantage feel noisy, or worse,
uncivilized.

Press the right pedal, and the engine oozes a mechanical growl that gets slightly raspy at around 4,000 rpm. But
push it harder, and you're rewarded with a crescendo of power and a more resonant sound. It's not quite as throaty or
burbly as the V12-equipped DB9, but then again it's also a bit more purposeful—and, oh, about $70,000 cheaper.

The 3595-pound Vantage responds quickly to any direction you give, and since 85 percent of its mass sits between
the front and rear axles, it feels ready and willing to rotate when necessary. We confirmed this along the rollercoaster-
like roads of the Marin County coast. The Sport Pack adds a noticeable amount of steering feedback and a more
direct relationship to the tarmac below. The way this Aston communicates to the driver still isn’t quite up to the
benchmark-setting Porsche 911. But the experience is getting awfully close.

The manual transmission produces the usual visceral advantages over the paddle shifter, though a bulky armrest
crowds the driver’s elbow a bit, especially when rowing through the gears. Sportshift-equipped V8s don’t present the
same ergonomic issue.

Strong stops require firm pedal pressure, and though the ventilated four-piston Brembos offer potent deceleration, a
more aggressive setup (or perhaps optional carbon ceramics) would feel better suited to this car’s abilities. The rear
transaxle-mounted gearbox makes the car’s weight transfer progressive as you snake the Vantage through the
corners. Heavy throttle with that traction control switched off confirms the V8 is more than capable of sliding the tail
out. The chassis feels stiff and responsive in the twistiest sections of road, and the V8's tire sliding capability—
especially when equipped with the Sport Pack—distinguishes it from Aston Martin’s traditionally insulated grand
touring machines.

The most sensory input per dollar comes from the Roadster model, which comes equipped with a power-operated top
and all the attention-grabbing top-down spectacle you could want.

The Bottom Line
The 2009 Aston V8 Vantage is sharpened, making it a more focused and capable two-seater. That edgier personality
makes the Vantage a welcome alternative to the stately but stuffier DB9.

Though it’s a bit pricier than its archrival, the Porsche 911, this new Aston delivers a classic British elegance. The
upcoming Rapide sedan certainly promises to add a new dimension to the Aston Martin family. But it's the more
accessible sports cars like the V8 Vantage that will lure driving enthusiasts toward this boutique brand.



